Zlﬂligstin, Wong Chiu-Tat

Whenever | think of Central, the same scene always comes to my mind: It’s around three to four o’clock in the
afternoon with air filled with dust; the glaring sun is still blazes onto Queen’s Road Central. All the office workers are
busy hustling between old and modern buildings. Even when the clock approaches six, the city shows no sign of
halting. Yet, not far from Queen’s Road Central, elderly are dozing off in their traditional shops, withdrawing

themselves from the hassle on the streets...

This is exactly the scene that inspired my creation for the Central Market. | always hoped that everyone in Central,
from CEOs in IFC to old hawkers on the Ladder Street, can take a moment off their work and simply enjoy a nap...
Maybe it only could last for a short five minute, yet the city would be all charged up to its exuberant power. City
dwellers usually think desperately to go on luxury travels to get out of their stagnant lives, but one could have also
imagined a short nap could liberate the mind. Through the work The Central’s Nap, | intend to bring audience my
expectation on the Central Market - that is, we do not need luxury decorations nor advanced technology. On the
contrary, what people need is only space, maybe a bench would be more than enough for us to relax our bodies

and daydream delightfully.

mstin, Wong Chiu-tat, comics writer and media artist, received his BA (Fine Arts) in Chinese University of Hong
Kong in 1996 and his MA (Interactive Digital Media) in Ravensbourne College of Design and Community in London.
After he graduated, he participated in the Ars Electronica award-winning web 2.0 project, Last.fm in London. Upon
his return to Hong Kong in 2004, he taught in the School of Creative Media in City University of Hong Kong and
worked as Art Director in an interactive media design company. At the same time, he began to work for local
newspapers as comics writer and illustrator. In 2007, he started his political comic column Gei Gei Gaak Gaak on
Ming Pao Daily News. Wong’s works also include graphic design, animation and interactive art. He is the artistic
director for a new media art group, Writing Machine and lecturer in the Academy of Visual Arts in Hong Kong Baptist

University.
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No matter how fast Hong Kong has developed and changed in the past fifty years, the value of the humanist spirit in the society

blissfully stays the same.

In Central, we can still easily spot friendly people making deals in the markets or small shops, chatting away with their
customers, or conversations between neighbours, laughter from little kids on the streets or in the playgrounds. These

interactions among people and showing care for each other are exactly some of the core elements of a humanist.

All developments and architecture should consider human beings as their core principal. There is no need to be fancy or
decorative to regard human beings as our basic concern. Developments and architecture should correspondingly adapt

themselves to the changing demands of times.
This is what is genuine.
The mix of eras from the commercial area to the lively Lan Kwai Fong to the local streets is the most valuable of humanism.

’_Lee Chi-ching, an honorary advisor of the Hong Kong Comics & Animation Federation and member of the Hong Kong
Contemporary Artists Association, began his career in drawing and art in 1981, creating comics, illustrations, Chinese ink
paintings and Western paintings. His creation Three Kingdoms garnered acclamations and popularity, making him the first Hong
Kong artist to make a mark on the Japanese manga scene. In 2007, Lee’s Sun Zi’s Tactics won the Gold Award at the

International Manga Award in Japan and launched a number of solo exhibitions in Japan, Hong Kong etc.

Lee has devoted great efforts in arts creations for various organisations and the community. From 2009-present, he helped with
the consulting comics for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the 60th anniversary stamp and calendar design for the
Hong Kong Housing Society, trams painting and postcard design for the Hong Kong Tourism Board, traffic safety comics for the

Hong Kong Transport Department, dynamic cartoons for the Hong Kong Narcotics Division, etc.

Lee has created over one hundred publications, including Romance of the Three Kingdoms, Sun Zi’s Tactics, The Legend of the
Condor Heroes, and more historical comics with martial arts element. Recently, he is publishing his refreshing illustration book

namely The Skys were Blue in Those Years.

FBABERTFRERR - RMERIMRNAEE - EPHERNHAERRER BN

EHESR - AMRONFERE  BHBRRREwLEY =R EREEE - BRESEAR
ity - RPHREFIEBALAZEANRIRERE - BREAMAVREARVENTE -

—IRE  —DRREHEN [ A B BABE  MELT - MEEL - HEBQSS
BB M -

ERR—H-e

EEAREFENAIE  AEENERTL  EREHESNBRNAS  EHESRNHABS
B AR - RENFRBOANERYESERNAEE - AEMRE

'3 FE - BIITEE  BEDBBHGRERED  BEERBMRHTEE - 1981 FMMBMASE
BEMIE  SFBE FE - kB8 BFEZF - 1993F © HR (ZEE) B8 - TEAWH
REBL  RAEUADITARRSETSNEBEER - 20075 EBALEHE [EREERE
— REFERE]  BFEAR  FERZELTRREARE -
FRNERRATBEBEE © H2009E2012F [ » £BASEAREEBAIE - HlNBEBIE

THERHPBAERANLE  ERREHREATEFLSBRERAR  SERERRRANE
EHFERAEHRER - EREHENBERL2EE ERSRAMFDEEES -

foE2BFERER—BH B8 (ZAX) - (BFERE) - (GHBRES) SZEREELHA
REROBEER  AFELREARTHOETER (BFHRERE) -

Theresa, Lee Wai-chun
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In this place, every second is intertwined with different frequencies of pulses from the pressure of working men, the free spirit of

Lan Kwai Fong, soothing moments from a yoga class... All formulate the network of an exuberant rhythm.

In this place, generations of love stories were witnessed by century-gaslights while traditional stores had long been replaced by
modern restaurants. Yet, with new concepts in old frameworks, we still enjoy the flavours, aromas and humane characteristics

of the city, in a staggering time and space.

Every day people devote their precious anima and effort into the city. Then, vitality infuses the weekends. You may observe the
incessant cycle of vigour everywhere on the roads, footbridges, elevators and in the corners, compiling different stories in this

city of maze.
So, what is the story that you are compiling in Central?

Fheresa, Lee Wai-chun, one of the most popular comics artists in Hong Kong since 1960s. Lee’s signature work Miss 13 Dot,
first published in 1966 and distributed in different regions in East Asia, has been the city’s premier title in girls’ comics. Miss 13
Dot, the independent, modern and trendy heroine, has broken the stereotype of the female and represented a new feminine ideal

at the time.

By introducing digital elements, Lee’s creations have successfully won the heart of the younger generations. Throughout the

decades, Lee’s passion and devoted efforts have always been comics and art promotion.

In the 1980’s, Lee put major efforts in creating children’s comics, educational content as well as advertising materials. In 2008,
her fringe illustrations work Miss 13 Dots, Loving Paris, was invited and published by the French Tourism Board for promoting
local tourism. Recently, Lee is proactively engaging with Hong Kong local comics programmes and platforms, bringing a new

vision of the 21st century to the readers.
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Trams are the most unique civilian transports in Hong Kong and a distinguishing feature of the Hong

Kong lIsland. The waltzing-like trams shuttle around the city with no fear of the hustling rhythm.

Meanwhile, the trams have been witnessing the evolution of the city and the vicissitudes of life...

This delightful collaboration with Mr. Lee Chi-ching links our creations with individual feelings towards

trams, as well as making a tribute to the trams!
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The main entrance of the Central Market is located right opposite to the hustle and bustle of Des Voeux Road Central,

crowdedly embraced by unique antiques and the trams.
This time, | am grateful to create the front murals together with Ms. Li Wai Chun.

Trying to attract the audience with all possible imaginations, we romanticise the reality to bring you a moment of relaxation.
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The Central Market will undergo conservation and revitalisation to improve the air
quality in the district and providing an additional leisure cum entertaining place that
can rarely found in this busy district. It will become a new hang-out area for white-
collar workers in the daytime, and locals as well as tourists in the evenings and on

the weekends.

The Urban Renewal Authority and Public Art Hong Kong are collaborating with three
acclaimed local comics artists: Lee Wai-chun, Lee Chi-ching and Wong Chiu-tat, to
renew the exterior marquee of the Central Market. The collaboration introduces an
array of beguiling comics elements in diverse styles on the marquee, resonating with

a harmonious and relaxing atmosphere in the hustle and bustle of city life.
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